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PRESS RELEASE                                                                                                    21.9.2024

“‘Easter Together 2025’ - For a shared celebration of the Day of Resurrection  
Together for Europe (TfE) in audience with Pope Francis 
and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I 
‘Let the shared celebration of the Day of Resurrection no longer be an exception, but becomes the norm.’ Pope Francis expressed this wish when he greeted the ecumenical group ‘Easter Together 2025’ which he received in audience on 19th  September.
Four members of the TfE Sreering Committee (Catholics and Protestants) gathered around Pope Francis, together with representatives of the I.O.A. (Interparliamentary Assembly on Orthodoxy), rotestants) gathered around Pope Francis, together with representatives of the I.O.A. (Interparliamentary Assembly on Orthodoxy), the Jesus Christ 2033 initiative and the Focolare Movement's ‘One’ Centre, all of whom are committed to the celebration of the 1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea and a shared date for Easter.
The year 2025 will mark the anniversary of the first Ecumenical Council of Nicaea, where the common date of Easter was already discussed. The Holy Father thanked and encouraged those present - ‘I am very pleased with your work - for every effort in the search for a possible communion and to avoid everything that could lead to further divisions between brothers and sisters.’ 
On 14th  September, in Constantinople, two members of TfE, together with a delegation from ‘Easter Together 2025 met with Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I with the same purpose. They expressed their wish that - in addition to the mainstream Churches - evangelical and Pentecostal communities should also be included in the initiatives for 2025. TfE moderator Gerhard Pross said: ‘It is our wish that faith be the foundation of Europe. And again: ‘We believe that the 1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea is an excellent opportunity to promote peace in Europe and Christian unity, because the Nicene Creed is our common confession of faith. We want to make sure that we bear witness to the risen Christ on a large scale.’
Beatriz Lauenroth

(for further information regarding the Pope’s speech: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/events/event.dir.html/content/vaticanevents/en/2024/9/19/pasqua-together.html)
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