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Hope in Difficult Times 
By Cezara Perian
   My name is Cezara Perian, I work as a resident doctor in Timisoara, I am an Orthodox from Romania, I am part of the Focolare Movemen. In Timisoara, I attend the Bible Circle, where I have the opportunity to analyze my life through the light of God's Word, and with great joy and honor, I also present myself as a friend of Together for Europe.
    When my friends from Together for Europe sent out the invitation for this work meeting, I was filled with excitement and eagerness. It was another opportunity to take part in organizing an event — a skill I have come to recognize as a gift from God. However, the true challenge appeared when I was asked to prepare the meditation based on the Word of God. I paused and thought: We are a group of friends — Christians living in today’s Europe — united by the Word of God, gathering to plan a larger meeting through which we hope to encounter Him together with many others. Then a deeper question arose in my heart: Could this very initiative be His calling? Could it be the way through which we express our hope in these difficult times we are living in?
   In the Gospel according to John, chapter 15, Jesus both commands us and entrusts us with a responsibility: “This is my commandment: love one another as I have loved you. There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you.” Every time I read these words, I am reminded that God offers me the opportunity to live a truly fulfilled life — a life grounded in His Word, marked by boundless love, sacrifice, and closeness to one another. There is no greater responsibility, and no greater honor, than for Jesus Himself to call us His friends when we strive to follow. How much openness, closeness and love Jesus must have for us to call us that. "As I have loved you" is the clear model for following Him; it is our commitment to boundless availability, with all our resources (time, energy, skill, devotion, love) that we put at the service of others, in order to attain, in a fulfilling sense, the status of "friend" of God.
   If our mission still seems unclear — especially in the context of this meeting — Jesus speaks to us again, this time through the Gospel of Mark, chapter 10, verses 43–45: “Whoever wants to be great among you must be your servant; for even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve.” How relevant are these simple yet powerful words, through which Jesus overturns the world’s scale of values and invites us to a new way of living: to serve, to love concretely through our deeds, to take the first step, to be present where we are needed, to listen, to support, and to bring hope where it is lacking. Jesus invites us — and gives us the grace — to take yet another step toward becoming “His friends.” In our daily lives, He offers us countless opportunities to do so. Why should I wait for my neighbor to act for the common good, when I can take the initiative myself? Or even more deeply, why not recognize that the very work we do, the services we offer, are all expressions of care for others. When we perform our duties faithfully, with devotion and love, we are already serving both our neighbor and God Himself.
    The call to ministry is addressed to each of us — but not in isolation. It is a call to togetherness, to community, to the groups we belong to, so that each of us may bring forth our gifts and place them in the service of the most beautiful work possible. Through the Apostle Paul’s Letter to the Romans (chapter 12), Jesus once again reveals the beauty of human diversity within the life of a community: “Just as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.” It is essential that we recognize this truth: each of us has been entrusted with a unique gift, and only by bringing these gifts together can we contribute to the fullness of the whole. Let each of us reflect on the gift we have received — to encourage, to organize, to care, to sing, to moderate, to create, to inspire…No gift is ever small when it is offered in the service of love — love for our neighbor, and love for God.
   In a world where so many seek power, control, and security as guarantees for a brighter future, service can easily be perceived as weakness. Yet Jesus reveals to us the exact opposite: true service is the source of unshakable strength. It is the expression of the hope we carry within our hearts and share with others — the assurance that, no matter what challenges we face, God will never abandon us. In times like these, when wars and divisions overshadow Europe and the world, Jesus stands before us as the model of steadfast hope. Let us not be Christians who flee from hardship, but rather those who confront it with faith, hope, and healing love — Christians of today’s Europe who allow the light of Christ to transform both our hearts and our communities.
   Last but not least, Christ calls us to be present — truly present — and the Together for Europe Friends Meeting these days is our opportunity to make our love and faith concrete through action. We have gathered here from many parts of Europe — Christians from different denominations, communities, and church movements — united by one desire: to bring together all the gifts with which we have been blessed in order to prepare a great encounter, a space where as many people as possible may come and discover God. We are all called toward the future — but not just any future. It is a future of love, of hope, of service, and of unity.
