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PREFACE

Vincenzo Buonomo, Professor of International and European Union Law at the
Pontifical Lateran University (Rome)
1. We are living through a new phase in building the European house, one which is
certainly influenced by the crisis affecting the continent’s very foundations, its
mechanisms for integration and the functioning of its institutions. We are looking
at a Europe which is both fearful and hopeful at the same time. Sometimes we are
indifferent about the journey towards integration but at the same time we regard it
positively and with hope.
These were some of the reactions and feelings expressed on 12th May 2012 at the
Brussels gathering of Christian movements and communities from all over Europe
with simultaneous events taking place in 152 European cities. Following Stuttgart
2004 and 2007, this was the third ‘Together for Europe’ meeting held as a result of
Chiara Lubich’s prophetic intuition.
Brussels 2012 gave rise to a new reflection in which the participants proved on one
hand, to be able to question the European institutions while on the other committed
to them, in what is a critical moment for Europe and for global society. The
participants focused on two key issues, fraternity and sharing. Through these they
highlighted a commitment and an approach marked by a Christian vision: attention
to the least as part of a complete choice of God, and a choice to live for others. This
required conversion of heart and the witness of deeds, as affirmed by the Christian
tradition. Furthermore, considering that the needs of people, families and countries
are increasing, Together for Europe proposed an action not limited to immediate
needs but aimed at medium and long term requirements. This approach examines
how the possibility for a dignified social life is reduced when people are excluded
due to long-standing or recent prejudices, marginalization and poverty.
2. If we bring together European integration’s criteria of inspiration and
functioning and the content of the meeting compiled in this volume, a clear
position emerges: Christian movements and communities desire to be fully-fledged
participants in the political and decision-making processes of Europe. This request
for participation is made because of the expertise which has been acquired and
7

which is demonstrated in actions of solidarity, in services connected with
assistance and formation in the key areas of education, culture, health and sport,
along with the attainment of a greater balance between the various ethnic, religious
and linguistic realities which are part of the continent’s history and constitute its
contemporary profile. All of this certainly amounts to a challenge.
However, we have to note that, for Christian movements and communities, the
challenge of participation means not only dialogue, but also playing their part in
defining working principles, proposing the basic values and ideas for re-launching
European unity, without forgetting the important issues of peace and planetary
development. Of course their concerns are with the most urgent needs, but with a
view to enlarging the sphere of integral human development which seems remote
from the European agenda. This agenda remains focused on growth and
integration, seeking new ways for social insertion and reinsertion, for education, for
technical and professional formation, along with special emphasis on those who
live in the areas of low economic development. And yet, for Europeans it is clear
that it is not just a matter of sharing out these tasks, but of transforming them into
opportunities for forming fully fledged citizens, able to take an active part in the
life of the continent and in the achievement of further goals.
What’s common to the range of interventions offered in Brussels, is that the
present course of action is in danger of being tied to economic integration alone,
which the current crisis connects with a disciplined use of resources for
guaranteeing careful management and sustainable efficiency. In addition, the aims
and methods of European politics need be reformulated, as does the role of the
national and continental institutions, so they can be effective vehicles of cohesion.
The European institutions, governments, peoples and their representatives are
aware of this. The invitation ‘to be together’ that the movements and communities
extended both to Christians and to all who desire a ‘united, and hospitable’ Europe
(Brussels Manifesto 2012) is extended to all these.
3. Christians are called to renew their attention to the goal of European unity. This
is also necessary because it is an objective whose relevance has widened out
beyond the traditional geographic confines of Europe to affect the structural
foundation of integration. It is the person in his or her material and spiritual,
cultural and religious, political and institutional dimensions that is directly
involved. Using the language of integration, unity refers to the standard of living
8

and the range of conditioning that now defines a European citizen. The crisis has
brought about a new structural setup, one of those epochal modifications regarding
integration that generally occur without fuss. These are modifications that in the
first place deal with a need that has already emerged in the context of integration
but which has not yet been translated into practice: the idea of uniting the peoples
by bringing about a development that goes further than what, in European language
is called ‘cohesion.’ In fact, cohesion is classified among the general objectives of
integration, constituting, certainly, a functional instrument through which values,
principles, rules and so, various contributions, can be expressed, including those
determined only in terms of economics. Union, on the other hand, aims at building
a common identity with a method that requires different identities to put aside
insistence on their own primacy or ideas of superiority and to be ready to think and
work together. It means losing what is their own by putting it in common in order
to rediscover it in a common heritage of values, principles, rules and contributions
that will guide common action: ‘Europe, united in a reconciled diversity, brings
about the civilization of co-existence that the world needs’ (Brussels Manifesto
2012).
This is how new spaces can open up through the actions of Christians who have
always been committed and attentive to a dimension of living that is ‘humanly’
sustainable, but who are now called to grasp new elements emerging from this
context. Especially, what comes across is the compatibility of a vision of
integration that is not just an instrument of economic cohesion, but of communion,
which thus links the diversity of situations and the convergence of values,
principles and rules. Motivating this interpretation is the contemporary situation, in
which civic society is becoming a more important player than state bodies and
European institutions.
From this knowledge of the situation, society’s forms of aggregation claim an
active role in decision-making processes and therefore in building the foundations,
formulating the guidelines and providing indications capable of inspiring and
interpreting integration in the light of an ethical and religious vision that will
necessarily acquire social relevance.
For Christians, it is not a matter of justifying a role but of exercising it in terms of
two specific principles: knowledge of the facts and situations that give credibility,
and a suitable language that makes possible incisive communication and dialogue.
9

4. These are the realities and conditions that Christian movements and communities
have focused on to insert themselves into the programmes and activities of the
various European institutions. In this way they both challenge and promote issues
connected with economic growth and social politics, with those guaranteeing work,
the protection of fundamental rights, and the creation of a system of ongoing
formation capable of creating a future for the coming generations. However, their
contribution could be even more appreciated if, in face of cultural differences they
are able to propose a notion of fraternity as synonymous with the idea of ‘diversity
that lives together’ and as an instrument for bringing about coexistence of different
cultural, religious, political and institutional visions in ‘freedom, justice and
solidarity’ (Brussels Manifesto, 2012). Moving towards a better integrated Europe
means taking into account that among European citizens and all those who live in
Europe, there exist identities which differ the traditional European identity.
Solutions to eventual conflict situations cannot be determined or evaluated in
economic terms alone. Improbable protectionist measures or management of the
flow of human mobility, are of no use. Rather, what Europe needs today is to
attend to the human dimension, that is an approach in terms of fraternity.
Faced with these challenges, the Christian movements and communities at the
Brussels meeting showed the desire to make a contribution in terms of which the
unity of Europe could be attained by starting from cohesion. Such a contribution
would not require cancelling out the existing diversities or attempting to restore a
balance between different conditions by avoiding reality. Rather it would aim at
cooperation between all, fully aware of what is needed to overcome the temptation
to ‘protect oneself behind new walls of political or economic selfishness, which
divide one from another, whether within our continent or between the world’s
North and South’ (Brussels Manifesto, 2012).
On the horizon, a new generation of European children of fraternity seems to be
forming, bound to their experience of their own origin, rooted in the various
territorial, institutional, ethnic, religious, and linguistic expressions in which
Europe is so rich, but with a gaze that goes beyond their own needs, ready to break
down barriers and to build a shared future.
This is not a utopia, but a way of going back to the roots of integration: ‘Europe
cannot become itself in just one moment, nor will it all be built at the same time; it
will rise from the concrete expressions that in the first place will create solidarity as
10

a matter of fact’ as already noted in 1950 in Schuman’s Declaration inaugurating a
new way forward for Europe.
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INTRODUCTION
by Giulia Eli Folonari
The glorious sunshine on the beautiful architecture of the Meeting Square Centre
in Brussels was a prelude to a day of light for Europe. Early on the morning of 12 th
May 2012, the elegant, modern Gold Hall was busy with preparations to welcome
thousands of participants who gathered from various European countries for the
“Together for Europe 2012” event. Satellite and internet link-ups took place
simultaneously between Brussels and 152 European cities in twenty-two countries,
where activities and events had been organized to give a message of hope, peace
and unity to Europe.
“Together for Europe”, an event promoted by some 300 European Christian
Communities and Movements (from the Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Evangelical,
Reformed and Anglican denominations and members of the Free Churches), is part
of a continuous journey in which significant moments took place in 1999 and 2001,
followed by events organized in Stuttgart in 2004 and 2007. It was a showcase for
ways which are bringing about a fruitful collaboration between Christian
Communities and Movements and illustrated ways in which the present day
challenges in Europe are already being faced.
The whole event of 2012 was an expression of the vision of a large European
community, which is based on peace and solidarity but which is now threatened by
the tensions caused by the individualism now present in Europe. Young people
participated in the meeting with songs and experiences. Leaders of movements and
communities and personalities from the world of politics, culture and the church
gave their contribution
"Stuttgart 2007" was the event which established the pathways to follow for the
realization of the ideals of unity, the “7 Yeses”: to Life, to the Family, to Creation,
to a Just Economy, to Solidarity, to Peace, and to a sense of Responsibility for all
of Society.
The concretization of these “Yeses” became visible in the event of 12th May 2012
in Brussels and in the 152 cities connected.
This publication is a summary of the contributions made at the meeting in Brussels.
It includes some headlines about the local events, the Manifesto, an appendix and
some photos. It will be of interest to anyone who believes in the common good of
Europe or who wishes to discover the fruits of the charisms that have given rise to
many Christian Movements.
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MESSAGES of SUPPORT and PATRONS
(extracts)
José Manuel Barroso – President of the European Commission
Dear friends of "Together for Europe",

For several years now "Together in diversity" has been the slogan of the European
Union. "Together for Europe" embodies just that! "Together for Europe" stands for
unity, respect and solidarity – values that are at the heart of our European project. It
is my pleasure to assume the high patronage of your event.

We live in times of great political, economic, and social challenges. I am
encouraged to see what has brought Europe closer together. Europe is determined
to pursue a sustainable approach that asks individuals to take responsibility for
their community and likewise generates solidarity between the community and the
individual. This holistic approach to societal challenges is central also to the
Christian message. Europe needs people who stand up for social peace, reach out to
the poor, create a sense of solidarity and take responsibility in society. The
activities in which you are involved – today here in Brussels and all year round
across Europe – put these values into practice. I sincerely welcome your
commitment to the European project and to our European society.

The intellectual exchange between the Church and the European Institutions has
been and continues to be profoundly important to me. Europe needs a soul. And
our dialogue with churches and religious communities is essential in nourishing it.

In this spirit, I wish you an enriching experience and hope that every one of you
will take away from this gathering a little spark that will kindle a fire back home.
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Martin Schulz – President of the European del Parliament
This important event reflects the concerns of the European Parliament which is
well known for its commitment to dialogue between different cultures,
reconciliation and peace, human rights and sustainable development. Since our
Institute strongly supports projects that foster a shared sense of European identity,
with great pleasure I grant the high patronage of the European Parliament.

Irina Bokova – General Director, UNESCO
The objective of this event, to promote the culture of peace and non-violence as
well as dialogue between cultures, falls completely within the framework of the
priorities of our organization. So it is with great pleasure that I grant the patronage
of UNESCO to this event. With my best wishes for its every success!
(original French text)

Thorbjørn Jagland – General Secretary, Council of Europe
This event is in line with the Council of Europe’s activities, and I am therefore
pleased to grant my patronage once again.

Giorgio Napolitano – President of the Italian Republic
The increasing popular participation, especially among the young, in the numerous
initiatives that have taken place since 2004 confirms the value of the fruitful
collaboration initiated between the Christian Communities and Movements which
identify with the principles of Together for Europe. At the same time it proves the
validity of the original project, which aims to create a more supportive, inclusive
and integrated Europe, based on that undeniable ideal heritage, which, in the
aftermath of World War II, its founders, with far seeing vision, imagined.
The President of the Republic, at the event held in Stuttgart in 2007, expressed his
satisfaction with Together for Europe, which aims to consolidate the knowledge
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that the full realization of the European project is fundamental to our future. It also
emphasizes that it is essential that the process of European integration continues
and is strengthened with the convinced contribution of all components of civil
society in our countries.
In this spirit, President Napolitano desires to give to the initiative, as a sign of his
personal appreciation, a special commemorative medal, which I send to you along
with the most fervent wishes for the fruitful success of this important initiative.
Signed:
Donato Marra – General Secretary of the President of the Italian Republic
(original Italian text)
Gianni Ambrosio – Bishop and Vice President of COMECE (Bishops’ Commission
of the European Union))
I am grateful for this initiative and ask you to bring my warmest greetings and my
encouragement to the leaders, representatives and all present. May you all together
follow the road towards a Europe which is united, fraternal, attentive to all, aware
that diversities are a richness for every single person of our Europe. As we know,
the Christian message is particularly helpful and inspiring in this journey.
(original Italian text)
I hope that a significant contribution to Europe will emerge from your meeting.
Gianfranco Fini - President of the Italian Chamber of Members of Parliament
Communities and Movements can play an important role in this area, since their
ideals of solidarity, welcome and dialogue in the name of the dignity of the person
make up an integral part of the identity of the continent.
I am sure that, also because of the high profile of the speakers at this conference,
significant ideas and reflections will emerge on these important themes, in the
shared and deep rooted aspiration for the future peace and wellbeing of the Peoples
of Europe.
(original Italian text)
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GREETING AT THE BEGINNING OF THE PROGRAMME
Why Brussels?
Christophe D’Aloisio
President of Syndesmos (World Federation of Orthodox Youth)

Christ is risen! It is a joy and an honour for me, on behalf of the Steering
Committee of Together for Europe, to welcome you here today, to this
magnificent hall. As Steering Committee, our hope is to create a space of sharing
and dialogue between Christian Movements and the project of European
integration, a kind of bridge.
We chose Brussels as a meeting place for this central event for various reasons.
First of all, Brussels is a beautiful city, a multicultural city and the heart of Europe
beats right here. Here the solutions for a better European society are discussed and
researched, with more or less success. Here the solutions for the current challenges
of Europe are worked out and this is why, as Christian Movements, we wish to
show and offer our availability and our culture of hope.
So welcome to everyone and thanks for being here today!
(original French text)
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PRESENTATION OF TOGETHER FOR EUROPE
Maria Voce
President of the Focolare Movement
I would like to focus my brief address on three points:
1.Who we are
2. Our history
3. The contribution we would like to offer to Europe
1. Who we are
The Movements and Communities involved in Together for Europe
represent a richness because of their great diversity. There are no two alike. They
are different in the specific contribution they bring to society, in their expansion,
structure and way of living the same Gospel message.
The common inspiring spark generally derives from an attraction towards
the Gospel which is deepened and, especially, lived‐out from a calling – as we
Christians would say – that is, by putting ourselves in direct contact with Jesus,
following Him, being inspired by Him in our actions and thinking, putting His
proclamation of the Good News into practice with each person, emphasizing it by
exploring particular phrases He said or his way of acting.
The multi‐coloured wealth of these movements is manifested in their
diverse commitments in society: in the thousands of concrete solutions they offer,
which are valid because tested and contagious, fruit of the gifts freely received
from Heaven, their Charisms.
2. Our history
What is the unifying bond behind such diversities and how is this original
form of collaboration put into practice?
This being “Together” is certainly not a fruit of planning or an organized
group; it is not even a new superstructure. Everything we do in common begins
from our relationship, from an agreement and the desire to work for common goals.
I’ll mention a few experiences we have lived together which still today are
the basis of our deep collaboration. They were not programmed, but they happened,
so to say, in an unexpected way under Someone else’s direction, Someone who is
invisible to human eyes but who is present and active in history.
In October 1999, on occasion of the signing of the “Joint Declaration on the
doctrine of Justification” in Augsburg, some leaders of Movements and
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communities – Germans and Italians, Evangelical‐Lutherans and Catholics – met
together for the first time, including Chiara Lubich, foundress and first president of
the Focolare Movement, which I now represent. They remained strongly impressed
by a realization: following Jesus made them discover that they had the same origins
and the same goals.
If Chiara Lubich was spurred by the charism of unity, a specific gift given
to her by God, to build communion between different charisms, she found a similar
desire in other leaders of Communities or Movements. How can we forget –
besides all those who are present here today – our big brother Helmut Nicklas, who
is now in Heaven with Chiara and certainly both of them are still here to inspire us?
The conviction emerged that they should go ahead together, not with a
pre‐established programme, but each time trying to understand, through
circumstances, what God was inspiring them to do as a group.
Very soon a need arose: the different origins, cultures and traditions, our
membership in various Churches and traditions, our mutual stories, made us feel
the need for reconciliation.
We therefore lived a very profound moment when we asked each other for
forgiveness for the prejudices which have been fostered throughout history, and for
all the negative attitudes or deeds we had done, towards one another. It was an act
of purification of our memory and one of complete mutual forgiveness.
These strong experiences led us to seal a pact of Christian love in order to
give a solid base to our communion and to spread, through our Togetherness and
our activities, a constructive spirit of solidarity, justice, peace and brotherhood.
This alliance is a strong, real and effective bond, because it is always
renewed and expressed, without excluding anyone.
Other important experiences were the two meetings held in Stuttgart in
2004 and 2007, with thousands of participants from all over Europe, and with a
hundred parallel meetings in many countries.
For the vast majority of the participants, the most important fruit was a new
way of seeing Europe. Previously, nearly everyone – like the majority of European
citizens – was sceptical about a unified Europe and the possibility of a real and
productive cohesion coming out of it. The experience lived out among us, which
was profound, joyful and rich in unity of diversity, gave rise in many to a passion
for the continent’s unity: Europe seen as the common home of peoples and of the
European minorities. The commitment to foster a positive history of our Europe
became a deeply‐rooted and profound conviction in us.
3. The contribution we would like to offer to Europe
From this we can understand the contribution which Together for Europe would
like to offer to the life of the continent, offering itself as a seed of hope wherever
the life of society may be at risk and as a source of a greater unifying force.
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While we notice, here and there, the rightful need to give value to one’s
own local or regional identity and to save one’s own culture, and in some fields it
seems that fragmentation is being accentuated, the world today experiences
interdependence more than ever and the various types of shock felt in one place, far
or near as it may be, affect the whole planet. We talk, already on a global level,
about the crisis of values in all sectors: the family, politics, society… but especially
of the worldwide economic crisis. And this situation has certainly not left our
Europe unscathed!
Yet it is my conviction that the real root cause of all of this lies
fundamentally in a crisis of relationships.
On a personal level, beyond groups and nations, we must come out from our
individualism to meet the other person; to intensify our relationship with every
person that we encounter, basing it on the Gospel, and contributing, personally and
all together, to the good or to the healing of that piece of humanity we belong to.
We must try to construct, as Pope Benedict XVI says: “a Europe concerned not
only with people’s material needs but also with their moral and social, spiritual and
religious needs, since all these are genuine requirements of our common humanity
and only in this way can work be done effectively, integrally and fruitfully for
man’s good.”1
We feel that Together is precisely the subject able to inspire individuals or
associations in their commitment to build a free, reconciled, democratic, united and
fraternal Europe: not an “old” continent, but a vibrant and lively continent that
discovers it has a mission to fulfil and that it can be a gift for the rest of humanity.
This is what ‘Together for Europe’ already does, albeit in an embryonic
form:
‐ It “produces” common good. Its members, in trying to live Christian love,
discover the gift of the other person and are ready to make sacrifices for the good
of the community: the only sure base for a society where each and every person is
fulfilled and happy.
‐ It involves many citizens in the commitment to give rise to concrete
reciprocity. It sets in motion its specific professional, family and cultural
competencies in thousands of everyday occasions and in the various environments
of society. It also offers proposals for solutions to various challenges of today: the
protection of life and the family and protection of the environment; a temperate and
fair economy; brotherhood and peace; the construction of a harmonious society in
cities.
‐ Having experienced these fruits, it promotes a “culture of communion,”
which paves the way for individuals and peoples to welcome one another, to get to
1

Ref. Benedict XVI at the airport of Compostela (Spain) on 6th November 2010, during the
welcome ceremony
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know one another, to reconcile with each other, to learn to respect and to support
one another.
I would say – and I conclude – that Together for Europe is a fascinating
undertaking: we have the possibility, to bear witness to men and women of our
time that living on earth in a spirit of communion opens up a future of brotherhood
and peace to individuals, peoples, our continent and to the whole of humanity.
I hope that today everyone, myself included, can personally experience
these effects, because of the mutual love among all of us present, and that this
evening, in greeting one another, we can leave here as a European people, perhaps
small in dimension but united in its great diversity and therefore bearers of this
experience, on the frontline in the construction of a “new” Europe.
(original Italian text)
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WHAT CAN TOGETHER FOR EUROPE SAY TO POLITICS?
Romano Prodi, President of the European Commission (1999-2004) and
President of the Government of Italy (1996-1998 e 2006-2008).
Fifty years ago, Pope John XXIII convened the Second Vatican Council. It was the
Church's response to the tragedy of the Second World War, and coincided with the
construction of the Berlin Wall which seemed to be finalising a division in Europe.
For some years before the construction of the wall in 1957, the Rome “Accords”
had marked the first steps towards the European Union.
This was an initiative born from the desire to create a large community founded on
peace and solidarity and not on selfish interests.
It was a project which was primarily inspired by a common religious spirit in the
three founding fathers: Adenauer , Schumann and De Gasperi .
Today, however, the distant past seems to be re-emerging. Nationalism is returning
to Europe . The image of Europe as a fortress rather than a “home for everyone” is
prevalent in front of the process of immigration which is taking place.
There is a return to the ideology of war, and its inherent culture and justification.
Just when it seemed that war had come to an end, with the disappearance of the
Soviet Union and that clash between two world powers, wars are on the increase: in
Iraq, the Balkans, Afghanistan, Lebanon , the Middle East , in areas of Africa.
At the same time war has taken on the form of “terrorism” which has intensified
the challenges even more.
There was the great achievement of the Euro as a sign, a hope and foundation for a
strong and united Europe. Now the present economic and financial crisis is
producing a Europe of self-interest and nationalistic interest . Our memory and
politics are short term. The powerful hold on to their power and forget the days of
fragility and divisions.
Today fear is bringing about a return to racism , to Nazism , which are gathering
momentum amongst peoples of Europe , not only in Greece, but in France,
Hungary , the Netherlands , the Scandinavian countries , in the Balkans, and in
Italy .
23

European Christians have a responsibility to overcome this fear, without hesitation,
without timidity , without collusion . The election of these days demands a change
of pace. It demonstrates elements of hope, but also contradictions and anxieties.
Before it is too late, let us hope for an inclusive Europe , which can be re-created
again . Let’s hope in a Europe which can give jobs and a future to its citizens and
which wants to make peace with everyone.
Christians in Europe are called to sow hope, through a culture for the common
good which is the only way to avoid war. Without a culture of fraternity, Europe
can only perish.
Three keywords for the Europe of today and tomorrow: solidarity, subsidiarity and
development. It is bad policy, even if it comes from the just need to balance
public budgets, to forget those people who are suffering in the name of austerity
cutbacks, which all too often put more weight on the shoulders of the weakest.
In this transformation, Christians must decide for and choose Europe. A Europe
which is more European, where there are more European institutions which are
stronger and vigorous. A Europe which is a major cultural project and as an
institution able to create a more just and peaceful world . Stronger and more
transparent European institutions can be a safeguard against the cynicism of the
markets which make speculation their religion, moving immense amounts of
capital instantaneously and taking advantage of the slow pace of confused and
uncertain policy changes.
Only a strong and united institution and society, can beat this “anonymous” power
and contribute to the building of a just world in a fruitful dialogue with Africa
which goes beyond old and new colonialism .
Our crisis can be an opportunity for Europe to become more European with more
cohesive , stronger and more stable institutions.
Today more than ever there is a need for Europe.
The great themes of the century, food, water and mass migration, need a vision and
not selfishness , foresight and not privileges , fraternity and not conflict , unity and
not division . Europe must express its cultural and spiritual heritage .
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This is the new vocation of Europe in the world and which European Christians are
called to accomplish. Is it possible? The courageous witness of Mandela in South
Africa and Ms. San Su Kyi in Asia show us a way. What unites their testimony is
the great message of reconciliation.
Europe needs unity and reconciliation in order to make its gentle power visible.
Otherwise self-interests, social conflicts and divisions will split it up into a
thousand streams of social rebellion. Without reconciliation and unity there is
neither development nor democracy for Europe. A reconciled and united Europe is
the challenge of today and tomorrow, which Christians cannot escape, if they really
want to look into the distant future. Only in this way can Europe meet on an equal
standing with the Americas, Africa and Asia in the journey for peace and justice.
(original Italian text)
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INPUT FROM 30 UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
“We are Europe and we declare our commitment to Europe”

30 students from six European countries (Great Britain, Ireland, Belgium,
Germany, Hungary, Italy) and from the Democratic Republic of Congo met in
Louvain for a week in preparation for the 12th May Event. In Brussels, they said:
"Together for Europe has opened my eyes to treasures that I found amongst us.”
"My hope for Europe is that we can continue to discover the strength that lies in
our diversity: we have a powerful message to bring to Europe, the message of the
love of Jesus. My hope and vision is that every European can have this experience
of true friendship in welcoming one another as Europeans. I encourage the leaders
of Europe to develop a broad vision, a vision that leads us to unity. We commit
ourselves to live out love in unity and in the truth, in our families, in our
friendships and wherever we live. "

“Together we want to support Europe both as individuals and in joint actions of
solidarity, not only for our own benefit, but for less privileged countries. We want
to take on responsibility, as you have done for families, for young people, for the
poor. We take on this responsibility before Christ Jesus and all of you. And even
though we know that this task will encounter many obstacles, we want to do it, as
you have done".
"We have already started in some areas such as youth work and amongst students.
But in the future we want to take more responsibility for Europe. "
“Do you believe in us? We believe in ourselves. We are Europe and we our
commitment to Europe”
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EXAMPLES OF THE “7 YESES”
YES to LIFE Marie Brechignac, Fondacio (France)
We commit ourselves to defend the inviolable dignity of human life at every stage,
from conception to its natural end.
Our experiences tell us that many older people or those who suffer, physically or
mentally, offer their own immeasurable contribution which should be valued in
order to increase acceptance, care for one another and respect.
Grateful for the developments in palliative medicine, we commit ourselves to
accompany the dying to the very end.
We want to enhance the importance of each human life, the value of being rather
than of possessing.
We prize communion between generations as an important factor for a healthier
society
(original French text))
YES to MARRIAGE and FAMILY
Judith and Andreas Gerner, Schoenstatt (Germany)
We have four children; Daniel, Fabian, Helen and Kathrin. We are happy!
We know there are many European citizens who share this idea. Many Christian
communities have developed successful programmes and projects for families and
formulate their commitment in this way:
Let’s say YES to marriage and the family. They are the foundation of a cohesive
society and secure its future. It is therefore good that families are supported. In
December 2011, more than 100 representatives of Christian movements and
communities from all over Europe met to clarify what we mean by this YES. We
found broad agreement between our positions, positions that we want to support as
citizens in Europe.
Here are three examples of our beliefs:
1. We believe that children need a secure family environment, which is the most
important asset at the beginning of their lives. The father and mother are
responsible for this, but their work in the family depends on its social acceptance.
2. We believe that the family should be a place of appreciation and respect of each
person at any age. The weak, the sick, the elderly and the disabled must be able to
remain in the family.
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The family strengthens the bond among generations in caring for one another.
Family means that there is no solidarity without freedom and no freedom without
responsibility.
3. We believe that families need to have conditions suitable for them both in the
economy and in society. The family income must be sufficient so that the family
can live with dignity.
For us it is important that political and legislative decisions are assessed with
regard to the welfare of marriage and the family. Families publicly raise their
voices for this. We hope that our children can grow up in Europe in the heart of
strong families, and that Europe will be a nurturing home for them.
(original German text)
Experience Silvester Gaberšcek, Focolare Movement (Slovenia)
Referendum in Slovenia in favour of the family
Recently the Slovenian Parliament approved a law regarding the definition of
family in terms contrary to the Christian vision and to natural principles. Many
Christian Movements rallied together, joined by citizens, lay associations and the
support of Catholic, Orthodox and Muslim leaders. They worked hard for more
than two years, protesting outside Parliament and collecting signatures for a
referendum, which in the end was accepted by the Constitutional Court. The
referendum, held on 25th March 2012, showed a 55% majority in favour of the
abrogation of the law, thus succeeding in getting its repeal. The president of “Civil
Initiative for the Family” stated: “This result would not have been possible without
the participation of the Movements that, by joining forces, mobilized the entire
society.” The Movements are now following up with the drafting of a new law.
(Original Slovenian text)
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YES to CREATION
Anastasia Didour, ACER MJO (France)
Being confronted today with the deterioration in the relationship between our
society and the environment, we maintain that a renewed rapport between human
society and its natural habitat must pass through the recovery of the meaning of the
relationships that bind each one of us to creation.
This recovery is an inescapable cultural challenge which calls each one of us to
demonstrate the path to follow in order to make our planet a home for all human
beings, a place in which they can find peace, justice and fraternity.
As citizens, we are called to greatly increase the awareness of the problem within
ourselves, so that it can be a continuous source of inspiration and guidance for a
renewed sustainable way of life. Finally, we believe that this challenge poses
questions to all of us, as women and men who believe in that God – Love who
entrusted us with the working and stewardship of the earth.
(Original Russian text)
YES to a JUST ECONOMY
Luigino Bruni, Focolare Movement (Italy)
Europe was the land where the market economy blossomed, with a decisive
contribution given by Christianity and its charisms (it is enough to think of
monasticism). Today, this market economy is in deep crisis in Europe, due to two
main factors: above all, the excessive weight that speculative financial ventures
have assumed with respect to the real economy and politics: the financial market is
a civil one as long as it is subsidiary to the real economy; it becomes uncivil and
damaging when this relationship is inverted, and goods, services, the environment
and workers are subjected and used by speculative financial markets.
A second cause is a culture founded on consumerism, that tends to transform
goods, even relational ones, into merchandise, and so marginalizes human work.
This is why at the root of this serious crisis there is an anthropological, ethical and
relational deficit, and therefore a spiritual one.
So what should we do?
We need many new things. Christian communities and movements and their
charisms, however, have a specific contribution to give, on a number of levels.
First of all, there is the level of witness and daily life: Europe, thanks to the many
charisms that are alive in it, is already populated with women and men who bear
witness to a sober lifestyle, who love the environment, who know how to share
goods and use them as bridges to building communion and community. All of this
29

already exists, but today the urgency of our times is propelling us to do more, and
to do it more together. This first level is vital and the very basis for all the others,
which are: new forms of ethical financing, critical consumption and fair trade,
cooperatives, the socially-responsible businesses.
With regard to this, the Economy of Communion project is a very significant
reality. Born in 1991 from Chiara Lubich’s initiative, today it holds the interest of
many business people, workers, and economists from different Christian
movements in every continent.
This pilot experience, still in embryo, launches a strong message to the Capitalist
system: it says that the real nature of a business is to generate communion, and that
the profits made have a social calling and should therefore be shared. It tells us that
businesses today are not doing enough for the common good if they are simply
satisfied with paying taxes and respecting laws. This is no longer enough: a
business needs to use its wealth to create new job opportunities; not to invest in
speculative ventures, but to train young people and support projects that help those
who are less advantaged and marginalized.
Poverty is always the essential criteria by which we should measure the common
good: if you want to know if an economic, political and social system is just, look
at how it treats those living in poverty. This message is a strong one because it says
that we will get out of this crisis by rethinking not only the role of the financial
markets, but also the very nature of a business and its profits. And this is the
principle message coming out of this economic crisis, if we are ready to heed and
welcome it. In re-launching and announcing an economy as communion we give,
and will continue to give our contribution to a financial system and an economy of
communion, in alliance and in solidarity with the common good. Christian
charisms have contributed to bring about the first market economy: today they can,
and therefore must, give their essential contribution to bring it to life again.
(Original Italian text)
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YES to SOLIDARITY with the POOR
Christine Janssens, Community of Sant’Egidio (Belgium)
All European citizens are worried about the crisis and sometimes they forget that
the first victims of this crisis are those in need. Unemployment is increasing, we
see more beggars on the streets, more homeless people, more people without
documents and we find this in our European cities, despite a well-funded system of
social security. The poor were never ‘in fashion’ but now that the crisis hardens
people’s hearts, we witness a criminalization of those in need. Along with the
oppression of poverty, they often suffer the humiliation of being blamed because
they don’t work, don’t have a home, don’t have residence permits, and because
they beg…. And yet those who come to knock at our doors are always increasing in
number. In a globalized world where inequities between North and South are on the
increase, it is not possible to prevent these immigrants from leaving their
homeland, in order to flee from misery and desperation.
In Europe, the life of elderly people is often difficult: they suffer abandonment and
solitude because the family as a social unit no longer exists. Those who are
seriously ill and those who are less able-bodied struggle to find their dignity and
place in society. The poor are not a category of persons. They are people, like us,
often less fortunate, people who were not able to face the demanding norms of our
society. Jesus calls the poor his friends. In the Gospels, he is often surrounded by
poor people. He even identified himself with them: “whatever you did for a
prisoner, a foreigner, a sick person, those thirsty or hungry, you did it to me.”
Christians are therefore called to be friends of the poor, and to be at their side. In
them, the mercy of God must be shown because the poor are God’s privileged
children. And this is an invitation to show that God is compassion.
Therefore, it is not enough to support institutional changes or changes in social
structures. To safeguard a just model of social security and improve it to better
guarantee the rights of those who are more vulnerable, still remains a challenge.
But to make our society more liveable, above all we need acts of love and solidarity
carried out by everyone, men and women, young and old…. The more technocracy
increases in our society, the more we feel the need that Christians with tender and
compassionate hearts spend time with those who suffer and welcome the poor into
the human family. This is because each person, as weak or fragile as they may be,
is always a resource of life.
In this sense, the poor open the doors to God for us. They precede us in His
Kingdom, they make us better people, more human and sensitive, and more able to
perceive the resurrection in the sufferings of those who surround us. My elderly
friends in the old-age home whom I go to visit every week are like this: I can bear
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witness to true resurrections and miracles of friendship. It is the poor who make us
aware of the fragility of life and teach us to live our weakness as a strength.
(Original French text)
YES to PEACE
Sant’Egidio Community - video recording
War is the cause of every kind of poverty and peace is the cause of every
development. We need to purify our memory in order to reach a real and lasting
reconciliation. Peace is needed by all people in their diversity who live next to each
other. Peace means the end of open conflicts. But peace also means political
building: for Europe it means unity among European nations in the exercise of their
common responsibility in the world. Peace, for poorer nations, entails freedom
from misery. Peace is to promote a society in which people can live together in
cities that are filled with tensions.
Peace cannot be improvised but requires the patience of becoming educated. We
need to meet and to work together. We need to speak with courage to the hearts of
men and women: we need to speak of the holiness of peace and the evilness of spite
and hate of others. The different world religions can disarm hearts and so prepare
them for a peace-building mission.
Dialogue is the recognition of diversity, not always easy, often painful and hard to
accept. There can be no hegemony, even of the globalized world: we are many and
diverse, but we need to live together.
Peace begins in the human being’s heart. A great Russian spiritual figure, Saint
Seraphim of Sarov, stated: “acquire peace within you and thousands will find it
around you.”
(Original German text)
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YES TO RESPONSIBILITY for all of SOCIETY
YMCA of Esslingen (Germany) – video recording
With our YES to responsibility for all of society we intend to commit ourselves to
undertake actions in the social and political spheres. In our daily life we strive to
spread, through Christian love, a climate of altruism, ready to make sacrifices for
the good of our neighbours and of the civic community. Through everyone’s
participation, we want to contribute to transforming our cities into places of mutual
welcoming between different generations and cultures, allowing needs and
resources to be matched. The result of this commitment will be a growth of the
common good.
A network of mayors and municipal administrations in 127 cities has been
established to promote fraternity between the linked communities. Acting locally
will not diminish our universal vision. The international extension of some of our
Movements and Communities will facilitate our openness to others and the
possibility of a widespread sharing.
(Original German text)
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TESTIMONIES FROM THE CONTINENTS

Lambert Phuati Sant’Egidio Community (Africa)
I come from the Democratic Republic of Congo. For me, Belgium and Europe have
always been synonymous with peace, solidarity and development. But in these last
few years, I have the impression that Europe is prone to withdrawing into itself,
worrying above all about its public finances. Why do they want to build walls at
the borders (like at the Mediterranean Sea), as if Europeans have become jealous of
their wellbeing?
Isn’t the vocation of Europe to be open to the world, to share the model of
integration which permitted it to progress economically in peace, for over 60 years?
I dream that Europe and Africa could have a shared future and build bridges
between the two banks of the Mediterranean. For Africans, Europe remains that
beacon which is like a compass in a complex world.
We share chapters of our history and culture. Building a common future is a longterm task, but as Christians, it is also a responsibility. Searching together for what
unites us, I am convinced that our efforts will produce fruits of peace, dialogue and
justice for our two continents and for the world.
(original French text)
Hanna KAPLAN Syro-Orthodox Church(Middle East)
The European identity is founded on Christianity. Christ’s words have
progressively shaped Europe, this mosaic of peoples, cultures and languages. The
deep Christian roots of Europe sometimes make us forget that Jesus Christ was
born in the East, the Middle East! It is from Jerusalem and Antioch that Pentecost
had its effect, reaching out from there with its message of Peace and Love. Europe
and the East are brothers in Christ, children of the same Father. They have common
roots and Christians of the East are the living witness of this intrinsic bond. This
common belonging is not always perceived in Europe because the existence of
Christians of the East is little known, if at all.
In the East, the picture is black and fear is real. The war in Iraq has brought many
more martyrs and has left us the bitter taste of abandonment and solitude. We pray
that the conflict in Syria may find a peaceful solution and the blood of the innocent
may stop flowing.
Christians in the East aspire to a sincere and fraternal life with all those in the
region, Christians, Muslims and Jews, in an atmosphere of peace and love based on
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Christian values : « Love one another» (Jn 13:34) and « Love your enemies» (Mt
5:44). Europe can and must contribute to this peace.
(original French text)
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EUROPE: BEYOND THE CRISIS, HOPE
Andrea Riccardi
Founder of the Sant’Egidio Community and former Italian Government Minister
for International Cooperation and Integration.
Dear friends, we cannot conceal the European crisis from ourselves. It is rooted in
other crises, like the economic crisis gripping many countries. How can it be
overcome? Even though the message often conveyed today is: you can overcome
the crisis by yourself, by focusing on yourself. There is a human root to the crisis,
perhaps the mother of the crises, and it is the loneliness of many Europeans. It is
the condition of many people at a time when many networks of togetherness have
dissolved: political parties, associations, families. Today Europeans are more
lonely in their lives and think of themselves as alone.
As well as this, we are confronted with a culture marked by individualism, which
affects our personal lives. The crisis of the idea of a common European destiny is
part of a broader picture of crisis of communities of life and destiny. This is
reflected in each country. One of its facets – not the least important – is the lack of
visions for the future. There is an incredible need of visions, because visions are
icons of hope that need to be contemplated in order not to fall into pessimism.
Indeed, if a completely individualistic concept of life can offer moments of
exhilaration and satisfaction, the lack of a sense of community generates an
atmosphere of pessimism. So we Europeans, a bit downcast, run the risk of giving
up making history, as Jurgen Habermas wrote, “to go down in history, no longer
making history” or as Benedict XVI said “withdrawing from history”.
There is fear of a world too big and too complex. It seems we need to defend
ourselves from history and from the world. This was the attitude after 11th
September 2001, the day of the terrible attacks against the United States. We need
to defend ourselves from the excessive aggressiveness of an enemy or from history.
The French philosopher, Alexandre Lacroix, asked himself: “Are we like the
Romans of the late empire, at the last chapter of our glorious (and violent) history?
Hedonistic and cynical, heedless of laws and of God, incapable of taking anything
seriously except ourselves, not able to project ourselves into the future, grown lazy
in comfort, shallow and spoilt, do we deserve to be overcome by other peoples,
younger, more ambitious and stronger than we are?”
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Is Europe a declining continent?
Europe is no longer the centre of the world in a world without a centre. There is a
yearning to cut ourselves down to size, to find reassurances, recover our borders. It
is an illusion. Most European countries will be unable to deal with the challenges
of the future alone. Do not deceive yourselves. If we are not together, individual
European countries will be insignificant minorities. Our values will be diluted in
the currents of globalization: it would be a loss for the planet in terms of freedom
and humanism. We cannot be resigned to this decline. The meeting of Christians in
Brussels is a powerful signal: “Together for Europe”.
Fifty years have passed since Vatican II. We do not remember because of nostalgia
but because we are thirsty for hope. The Council remains a nourishment for visions
of the future. On 11th October 1962, opening the Second Vatican Council, an
eighty-year-old John XXIII said words of hope: “Often we are told of voices that
… are incapable of seeing anything other than ruin and trouble. Voices saying that
our times, if compared to the past, are worse. We feel we need to disagree with
these prophets of misfortune”.
We too, fifty years later, disagree with the prophets of misfortune who say, “save
yourself” and that together we will not be saved. We disagree concerning the
decline of Europe and the fact that the individualistic culture must inevitably
prevail. The Council and the European Union are closely linked. The Council was,
after 1945, the first pan-European event, gathering together people from both parts
of a then divided Europe. Furthermore, it projected – well before anyone mentioned
globalization – European Christians into the world, inaugurating ecumenism.
Fifty years afterwards, Vatican II is a memory of hope. Hope does not negotiate
with pessimism. We cannot join the “save yourself” spirit of decline. Believers are
called to “lay hold of the hope set before us […] as an anchor of the soul, both sure
and steadfast” writes the Letter to the Hebrews. Christians are the people of unity
and hope.
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Unity.
I think of our stories. Every movement is a dream of universality and unity.
Movements are different, not as a pretext for division, but to unite. Chiara Lubich,
who I wish to remember here with great affection, was a woman who never gave
up hope. She said: in unity, whether it is religious or not, there is still our soul. In
unity there is a Christian and profoundly human soul. Will we be the soulless ones
who give in to the fraying of communities at all levels?
The answer is to serve a dream of unity and communicate hope. The greatest
misery of Europe is lack of hope. History calls us to live in complex and difficult
times, not terrible times, nor desperate times. We can still act, we can still change.
If there are serious reasons for concern, even for the suffering of many European
countries in the economic crisis, it is necessary to generate an atmosphere of
friendliness and solidarity: a sense of common destiny needs to rise again, social
networks need to be reborn.
Paul wrote to the Romans: “Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of
God has been poured out in our hearts…”. Notwithstanding difficulties, ours can be
the time for hope, capable of letting the best rise to the surface. But who are we?
Each of us is small in front of life’s questions. Hillel, a Jewish teacher in Jesus’
times, once said: “If there are no men, you strive to be a man!”. If there are no men
and women of unity, let us strive to be so with hope. Then the culture of unity,
lived out, envisaged, and communicated, will regenerate the shared fabric for this
Europe of ours.
(Original Italian text)
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VIDEO-MESSAGE
Herman van Rompuy, President of the European Council
Dear Assembly of “Together for Europe,” Dear Communities, Dear Christian
Movements,
At the conclusion of this convention, I would like to address you with a message
that, even though brief, in my opinion is no less important.
It is a message about otherness and about diversity - I can’t forget our wonderful
European motto which is: “Unity in diversity.” It is also a message of solidarity and
about the much needed fraternity that we have to build and strengthen every day
among Europeans. But this message, as I said, is above all about “the other”, the
people we call “our neighbours.”
What is a European civilization and what is a European enterprise if it doesn’t have
the ‘other’ at its base? The ‘other’ who makes the enterprise possible, because it is
based on the rights and duties of citizens – of every citizen, without any
discrimination – and on respect and integrity of each person.
I don’t say ‘person’ by chance, because unlike the term individual, who emerges
when compared with whoever is not like him/her - the person is deeply and
essentially a being who is relationship, a being in relationship, a being who shares.
As the German philosopher, Fichte, said: “A human being is only a human being if
among human beings. Love of neighbour is our inherent destiny.”
Therefore yes, it is in this philosophy of relationship, in this philosophy of
encounter, that I would like to see the destiny of Europe. And I know that you too,
regardless of the Church to which you belong, are sensitive to the philosophy of
encounter. This philosophy of the other, which as Martin Buber says: “When on
our journey we meet another person coming towards us, we know only our part of
the road. We’ll know the other’s part only in the encounter.”
Europe is not only the Europe of citizens, but the Europe of men and women. It is
founded on this value par excellence. Europe is a project, but also a collection of
meetings. Therefore, unity in diversity and which encourages ‘otherness.’
Thank you all.
(original French text)

40

SUMMARY of LOCAL EVENTS
The presentation which follows differs from what was presented, mainly through
video clips, in Brussels on 12th May 2012.

The 152 Local Events which took place simultaneously to the one in Brussels
demonstrated numerous, diverse and imaginative projects. They illustrated a
practical implementation of the commitments of the final message of Together for
Europe 2007.
Christian Communities and Movements, which are well established in local areas,
represent a widespread European network , a "European people" united by the life
of God's Word and the Pact of mutual love (Jn 13: 34).
They gave a sign of hope, showing collaboration between Movements and
Communities for the good of the city and society, often with the support of
citizens in local institutions.
Some facts.
About 300 Movements and Communities took part with a participation of up to
10,000 people. Some of the significant venues were the Campidoglio Square in
Rome, the headquarters of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, Schengen in
Luxembourg and the “Five Hundred Hall” in Florence.
The most popular themes chosen from the“7 Yeses“ were: peace, solidarity and
economy. In some cities one theme was focussed on and in others all of them were
addressed in different workshops. The presence of Mayors and Civic Leaders ,
often with Bishops and Church Leaders was important.
The Manifesto was passed on everywhere, in the respective languages.
Young people were present everywhere. Their enthusiasm to contribute to building
a more united world was often expressed through the “Run4Unity” initiative. This
virtual relay-race, whereby a baton was passed via the Internet, passed through
European cities and around the world within 24 hours, with an invitation to live for
unity (see website www.run4unity.org) .
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Some headlines.
Tirana (Albania): A group of 300 people, mostly young , responded to the “Yes”
to protecting the environment:
1) by collaborating with the civic authorities to clean and paint the rubbish bins in
one of the parks.
2) by marching up to the civic halls, with banners and songs for peace.
3) by holding a concluding event linked to Brussels with His Beatitude the
Orthodox Archbishop Anastasios, the Catholic Archbishop Rrok Kola Mirdita and
the President of the Evangelical Brotherhood in Albania ,Fitor Muquia.
In Wroclaw, Poland, an initiative to contribute to reconciliation between the Polish
and German communities took place.
The city council of Lüdenscheid (Germany), hosted a meeting 'Together to be a
welcoming city for a Europe more than the “Euro” ‘ . It was an opportunity to live
an experience of integration, bringing together besides the various Catholic and
Evangelical movements who organized the event, also members of the Italian ,
Croatian, Polish, Armenian, Portuguese, Greek communities, members of the
Greek Orthodox Church and Baptists. The writer Markus Mueller (Crischona)
described Lüdenscheid as 'a place of hope for Europe'.
In Caserta, the city, the diocese, the province, and more than a hundred secular
and religious associations put their ideas, strengths, talents and time together to
affirm that "together we can" build a more united Europe. After five months of
preparation with deep experiences of sharing , also preparing together “Mega” flags
of the European countries with which to decorate the Royal Palace. The flags of all
the European states along with the flag of the European Union, were hung from the
windows of the palace, producing a moving and colourful display. In the afternoon
the same flags formed a long banner with the colours of Europe which was carried
through the streets of the city centre by about 1,000 people with mayors and civic
authorities. Afterwards, in front of the Royal Palace strong experiences of working
for legality, protection of the environment and solidarity between peoples and
generations were presented. The day concluded with a lively "Concert for a United
World", for young people.
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In Florence, “Together for Europe” was held in the Palazzo Vecchio with the
presence of celebrities from Florentine and Italian culture. A panel discussion
entitled "The city, Europe, and the good life", brought together anthropological,
social and economic contributions regarding the life of the city and Europe , with
emphasis on being open to communitarian and multi-cultural dimensions. Some
local political and religious authorities were present. A group of young people
addressed the gathering before starting their Run4Unity, at the Signoria Square.
Two impressions:
"Through this experience we have been able to experience the differences of each
people and their countries of origin, and a deepening of what it means to belong to
“Europe” and be “European."
"The commitment that we brought home is to live out in our daily lives those small
or large scale gestures and works by means of which we can reach the goal of the
common good, peace and unity" .

In Ischia (Naples) a multi-ethnic human chain “embraced” the perimeter of the
island accompanied by the chiming of church bells throughout the territory. It was
a symbol of brotherhood, of protection of the environment and of welcome. There
were students from the schools of Ischia, members of the Evangelical community
and of the Orthodox Church and from about 40 ecclesial movements , sports,
ecological and social associations. The event was preceded by a series of
initiatives to raise awareness of the issue of "YES to creation"
In Parma, there was an initiative to involve the young people from
high schools in an ecumenical vigil on May 12th . They gathered at
and processed through the old town meeting up in the same park
YESES‘ were explained. Someone said, " they saw a new positive
current which brought hope to the city in a time of crisis.”

some of the
three bridges
where the "7
and practical

In Moscow, the link with Brussels was the result of years of collaboration and
meetings, in which the relationships between Movements from different Churches
(Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant ) became stronger. The service that each
Movement offers is greatly valued and gives a common witness to Christian values.
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There were about eighty representatives of various Movements and Communities.
In an atmosphere of warmth, friendship and joy each Movement presented how it
lives out the "7 Yeses“ in its service to Russian society, giving evidence of the
great variety of gifts. A journalist from the Russian Agency for Religious Orders
commented: "It's the first time all the Movements have done something together."
In Ljubljana about 800 people from 14 movements along with the Mayor and the
Archbishop gathered in the sports hall of Vrhnika. Experiences were shared
together, giving a common witness of the response to some of the "7 Yeses” from
the message of the 2007 Event. International experts contributed to the Pro-Life
congress. The collaboration in the Civic Initiative for the Family and the Rights of
Children was presented by members of the three biggest Movements in Slovenia.
Young people gave a unique contribution . The link with Brussels gave the day
an even more European dimension and a broader vision of the reality of Together
for Europe . The event was transmitted by various media organisations via a press
conference, and interviews and programmes on national radio and TV .
There was new energy in everyone’s heart and the conviction that it is a lived out
fraternity which can bring hope to Europe and the world. The six Slovenian
politicians present that day in Brussels were of the same opinion.
In Budapest, Pecs, Szeged (Hungary)there was a common goal : to contribute to
enlarging the soul of Europe and to go beyond an attitude of simply waiting to
show that a “ network of fraternity ' already exists. There was a competition "
Brotherhood and solidarity" organized by the Movements which was launched
throughout the world of education. In the spirit of the "7 Yeses“ there were various
initiatives for the elderly, for the family and pro-life . The values which were
shared had an impact on the social, cultural, and media life of the city . It was a
real step forward.
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LIST OF PLACES
WHERE LOCAL EVENTS TOOK PLACE

Albania: Tirana; Austria: Graz, Hoerbranz, Innsbruck, Vienna; Belgium:
Brussels; France: Angers, Antibes (Côte d’Azur), Besançon, Bordeaux, Lyons,
Montpellier, Nantes, Nice, Paris, Strasbourg, Toulouse, Versailles; Germany:
Aachen, Ansbach, Augsburg, Bautzen, Berlin, Braunschweig, Chemnitz, Dresden,
Ellwangen, Esslingen, Frankfurt, Freiburg, Hamburg, Landau, Langenzenn,
Leipzig, Lüdenscheid, Munich, Nürnberg-Erlangen, Osnabrück, Ravensburg,
Regensburg, Renhardsweiler, Rheinbreitbach, Solingen, Stuttgart, Trier, Würzburg;
Ireland: Belfast; Italy: Abbasanta (OR), Anagni (FR), Ancona, Arona (NO),
Ascoli Piceno, Assisi (PG), Bari, Bergamo, Bra (CN), Brescia, Caserta, Chiari
(BS), Civitavecchia, Como, Corato (BA), Cosenza, Florence, Foggia, Frascati
(RM), Gallarate (VA), Gazzada (VA), Genova, Island of Ischia (NA), Lamezia
Terme (CZ), Latina, Lecce, Livorno, Locri (RC), Loppiano (FI), Luino (VA),
Mantova, Marino, Matera, Milan, Monzambano (MN), Naples, Padova, Palermo,
Parma, Pescara, Pieve di Soligo (TV), Portoferraio-Isola d’Elba (LI), Potenza,
Rimini, Rome, Roseto degli Abruzzi (TE), San Severo (FG), Sestri Levante (GE),
Trent, Trieste, Varese, Vibo Valentia, Vicenza, Viterbo, Vittoria (RG);
Luxembourg: Schengen; Malta: Valletta; Holland: Nieuwkuijk; Poland:
Wroclaw; Portugal: Braga, Coimbra, Funchal (Island of Madeira), Lisbon, Oporto;
United Kingdom (UK): Glasgow, Welwyn Garden City; Czech Republic: Brno,
Prague; Moldavian Republic: Chisinau; Romania: Biertan, Bucharest, Cluj,
Gheorgheni, M. Ciuc, Resita, Sg. Gheorghe; Russia: Moscow; Slovakia:
Bratislava; Slovenia: Ljubljana; Spain: Barcelona, Burgos, Cordoba, Extremadura,
Granada, Jerez de la Frontera (Càdiz), Madrid, Murcia, San Sebastián (Guipúzcoa),
Seville, Valencia, Valladolid, Zaragoza; Switzerland: Baar, Basel, Bern, Geneva,
Lausanne, Sion, St. Gallen, Tesserete, Wattwil, Zürich; Hungary: Budapest, Pecs,
Szeged.
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CONTRIBUTION OF YOUNG PEOPLE
IN THE RUN4UNITY RELAY EVENT
Young people were protagonists in local events. Ten of them were on the stage in
Brussels where they presented examples of concrete initiatives.
We bring you the greetings and support of thousands of young people who are
taking part in local events linked to Together for Europe, through their world wide
relay Run4unity.The baton is being passed through many cities of Europe and the
whole world to express a commitment to build a united Europe and a united world.
We belong to various Christian Movements: together we want to be a witness that
fraternity is possible if each one of us looks at what unites us. Everywhere we are
working in favour of the "7 Yeses” that we ,young people, have linked to the
mathematical signs:
+

Yes to the responsibility to add love to our cities;

: Yes to a just economy in which we can learn to divide and share our goods;
% Yes to life and to family and to all the practical initiatives which sustain this,
trusting in the “ hundredfold” of providence;
x
Yes to creation so that we can multiply its beauty to pass on to future
generations;
- Yes to solidarity, to being close to whoever is suffering to take away their pain
and anguish;
= Yes to peace , respectfully welcoming the differences of peoples and cultures,
aware that we are all equal ;
In Sicily we are involved in helping the emergency situation of refugees, visiting
them in temporary hospitality centres and sharing in the life of young people and
families from Africa and the Middle East. Through our friendship, Italian lessons,
outings and sports tournaments, we have got to know one another in-depth and
have discovered the richness of each people. Their stories of war, persecution, their
homesickness became our own. We invited our fellow citizens to a film show, so
that we could reflect together as Christians and Muslims, adults and youth, on ways
to help integration.
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A three-day meeting around the themes of sport and ecology, in which young
people from the reception centres participated, was like a gymnasium for learning
how to create "space" for those who come from other countries. It was an
opportunity to build, in miniature, a multicultural society.
In the different cities of our region, we are also involved in a project to “Be Lawabiding”, in other words to be from now on, active and responsible citizens. Today
in Palermo the Run4unity is taking place in a neighbourhood which is at high risk
from organized crime. It was where Father Pino Puglisi was killed by the Mafia.
Through our activities, we invite everyone to live the words "Whatever you wish
that men would do to you, do you unto them" (Matthew 7:12) as the foundation of
legality in order to build a better future for our Country.
(Original Italian text)
In Austria, we launched a "Social Day." It all started with the preparations for a
New Year’s party for homeless people, forgotten by everyone. In small groups, we
sought out the homeless, we visited homes for the elderly, institutions that house
people with disabilities, reception centres for refugees. Many prejudices have fallen
and the joy experienced amongst all gave birth to the idea of organizing these days
regularly throughout the year. In 2010, the "Social Day" won a competition in the
city of Vienna and was recognised by politicians and the local press. Now these
"Social day 's have multiplied and are held in other cities of Austria.
(Original German text)
Today in Belfast young people from all over Ireland are gathered together to bear
witness that only love can build a future of peace and brotherhood. The Run4Unity
is taking place in the grounds of the Stormont building, the home of the Parliament
for Northern Ireland, which has seen years of separation and suffering but also
where the historic peace agreement was signed. Politicians from different political
sides, Catholic and Protestant were present at the event. The programme of the "7
Yeses” with the mathematical signs was implemented for several months
beforehand in schools throughout the country, and today many students are running
with us.
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CHRISTIAN FAITH IN EUROPE
Thomas Römer,
President of the YMCA (Christian Youth Organization)in Munich (Germany)
Europe is a beautiful continent. I am happy to be a European and I am glad that we
can work together for a more humane Europe in which we can live together in
peace.

1. As members of communities and movements, we have something we aspire to –
the Gospel. The Gospel shows us who Jesus is. His words and life attract us and are
the very foundation on which we can build our life together. Before us, many
women and men in Europe lived the Christian faith. I will mention only Benedict
of Norcia, Francis of Assisi, Elizabeth of Thuringia and many others. Their
example still encourages us. They had faith in Jesus Christ and lived according to
the Gospel, the Gospel that was brought to Europe from Jerusalem 2000 years ago.
Throughout the many events in Europe’s history, they gave witness to communion
and to a "culture of reciprocity," which respects and values every person. They
experienced their own weakness but the Gospel gave them the courage to act
responsibly and in solidarity.
Today we want to recall the values of the Gospel, reconsidering them again - all
against the backdrop of Europe's current crisis, which demands new and decisive
thinking and action. The Gospel shows us that freedom, mercy and love are the
foundation of human co-existence.
2. Jesus always helped people to find their freedom. This fascinates us. He never
judged them according to where they came from or for what they did or did not do.
Even those who were guilty were not discarded by Him. He forgave the sins of
these people and so opened up a reconciled future for them. Reconciliation does not
cover up the past, but brings it to the surface. In the same way, it also brings the
injustices of the past to the surface. But it is forgiveness that removes the disastrous
power of the past, which can poison the present and future. To live in freedom
today, we all need to forgive others and to reconcile ourselves with them.
Forgiveness makes life together new, creates a life that is free from the "structures
of sin" and evil, from every entanglement of guilt. This applies to individuals, as
well as to families, cities, and even States and nations. Reconciliation makes us
free, one for the other, free also to share goods. This freedom that comes from
forgiveness is the basis for the co-existence of humankind.
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3. Our “Togetherness” should be characterized by mercy. Jesus says: "Blessed are
the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy"(Mt. 5:7). Jesus is merciful, he cares for
the weak, the sick, the poor, the destitute and children. He lets himself be touched
by the misery of men and women, and takes it on himself. We would want mercy
to imbue our culture, our common living and also European politics and the
economy. Mercy must also influence our relationship with money. In this way,
society would not be determined by money, but would take the person into
consideration first. And money could be what it should be: it remains a gift. The
needs of our neighbours must reach our hearts and move us to help them. We are
committed to this, with all the limitations, but with confidence that small efforts
can bring about something great.
4. Jesus says in the Gospel: "Love one another as I have loved you" (Jn. 13:34). He
calls it the new commandment. This is what we want to live. We want to welcome
everyone with respect and friendship. But love goes even further. Love is the
fulfilment and the meaning of all the commandments, including God’s Ten
Commandments which have always been part of all the Churches in Europe, of our
European cultural heritage. Love is more than a feeling; it is concrete and consists
of deeds.
- Love means honouring and respecting the generation before us.
- Love means to promote and protect life, to say Yes to life at every stage of its
development. It means do not kill.
-Love means to love your husband, your wife, and to be faithful.
- To love is to respect the property of others and manage one’s own money and
assets in order to be helpful to our neighbours.
- Love means to honour the truth, not to tell lies, but to express goodness.
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5. Jesus lives this concrete love. He is the source of our freedom, mercy and love.
On the night before he died on the cross, he said some words to his friends, which
give a special meaning to his death. He said: I will go through this “for you.” It is
the expression of God's love for us men and women. His death brings this love and
bridges the distance between human beings and God. Wherever God’s love arrives
and people are open to it, He brings about forgiveness, reconciliation, mercy and
freedom. This love has even overcome death. This is the Gospel message that has
shaped Europe since the time of the Apostles: Jesus Christ has risen from the dead.
And we want to live with him in Europe, and to listen to his words and live them.
We want to ground our life in Europe on the culture of life; on freedom, mercy and
love.
Together for Europe – this is an invitation to live the Gospel of Jesus and it is our
hope that on the basis of these Christian values, we can learn how to live together
in Europe.
(Original German text)
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MANIFESTO
We are European citizens, representing a large number of movements and
communities that desire to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are Christians:
Catholics, Evangelical-Lutherans, Anglicans, from the Orthodox Church and from
the Free Churches, from many European countries and regions. Despite the great
differences in our places of origin and history, we have become friends and we are
linked by a fraternal collaboration. We have experienced that our diversity is not a
reason for division. On the contrary, it represents a multiplicity of gifts and is a
resource. Together we have seen that unity is possible, a unity that does not cancel
our identities, but strengthens them. The founding fathers of Europe also
envisioned this. They were Christians who had the courage to have a great dream, a
vision of unity after the tragedy of totalitarianism, the horror of wars, the
fathomless suffering of the Holocaust and the death camps.
Facing the crises that strike our continent today, as Christians and Europeans, we
feel that the answer is not to close ourselves in on national vendettas, antagonism
and conflict, nor even to protect ourselves behind the new walls of political and
economic egoism that divide us from each other, both within our continent and
between the North and South of the world. Europe needs more unity. If our
countries and our peoples, approach the challenges of a globalized world alone,
they will be relegated to irrelevance. Europe has a destiny and each of our nations
needs Europe. A future of peace, prosperity and justice can only be obtained
together, in mutual exchange and collaboration. A united Europe, in a reconciled
diversity, brings about a civilization of harmonious coexistence much needed by
the world.
Today we want to affirm that our fraternity is at the service of the unity and peace
of Europe and of the whole human family. Here in Brussels, cradle of the European
dream, we commit ourselves to a Europe characterized by unity, solidarity, and
hospitality. Our living together as Europeans must be a sign of freedom, justice and
solidarity. Together we want to build a Europe that is generously open to the
challenges of the developing world; a Europe that puts the quest for peace and a
peaceful co-existence at the centre of its concerns and commitments.
Brussels, 12th May 2012
(Original Italian text)
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APPENDICES
Appendix 1: PROGRAMME
Square Meeting Centre – Brussels 12th May 2012
Part 1 (15.00-16.00)
15.00

Chrystoph D’Aloisio President of Syndesmos
Greeting: “Why Brussels?”
Maria Voce, President of the Focolare Movement
“Presentation of Together for Europe”
“Between you and me” –Judy Bailey Band
Romano Prodi, former President of the European Commission
“What can Together for Europe say to Politics?”
Input from 30 University Students
The “7 YESES”
Yes to Life, Marie Brechignac, Fondacio (France)
Yes to Family - Judith and Andreas Gerner, Schoenstatt (Germany)
Experience of a Referendum in Slovenia - Silvester Gaberšcek, Focolare
Movement (Slovenia)
The Poor as Friends
Christine Janssens, Sant’Egidio Community (Belgium)
“Kamiano” - Friends Group
Protection of Life and the Environment
Anastasia Didour, ACER MJO (France)
What Economy for the Common Good?
Luigino Bruni, Focolare Movment (Italy)
Promotion of Peace and Active Citizenship
Sant’Egidio Community and YMCA of Esslingen (Germany)
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Yes to Responsibility for all of Society (video)
YMCA of Esslingen (Germany)
“All God’s children” –Judy Bailey Band
Testimonies from other Continents
Lambert Phuati (Africa) and Hanna Kaplan (Middle East)
16.20

Interval

16.50 “Spirit of freedom” and “Time for change” - Judy Bailey Band
Part 2 (17.00-18.00 hrs)
17.00 Satellite and Internet Link Up with European cities
Andrea Riccardi, founder of the Sant’Egidio Community and former
Minister of the Italian Government for International Cooperation and
Integration.
“Europe, beyond the crisis, hope”.
“Get up” – Judy Bailey Band
Herman Van Rompuy, President of the Council of Europe (Videomessage)
Flash from the cities: Simultaneous local events
The Young People of Run4Unity: Personal commitment and a vision of
Europe
Thomas Römer, YMCA of Munich (Germany)
Christian Faith in Europe
“Jesus is in the move” –Judy Bailey Band
Manifesto Together for Europe 2012, read by Michelle Moran, Sion
Community and ICCRS
18.00

Conclusion by Gerhard Pross, YMCA of Esslingen (Germany) and Gérard
Testard, Fondacio (France)
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Appendix 2: BACKGROUND AND HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS OF
“TOGETHER FOR EUROPE”.

October 31st 1999 is considered to be the date of the birth of “Together for
Europe”. That day the different leaders of communities and Movements - Catholic
and Evangelical - had witnessed the signing of the Joint Declaration on the
Doctrine of Justification in Augsburg, Germany.
On that afternoon the group met at the Ecumenical Centre in Ottmaring.
Chiara Lubich of the Focolare Movement and Andrea Riccardi of the Community
of Sant'Egidio, (Catholic), Helmut Nicklas of the YMCA of Munich and Friedrich
Aschoff of Renewal in the Spirit (Evangelical Church,) were amongst the main
promoters.
This “Together..” group emerged from a common desire to make visible the
communion which already exists through our common Baptism and the Gospel,
conscious that in the light of faith and its gifts, the Christian soul of Europe can
rediscover new vigour and momentum for going forward,
In the year 2000, at a conference for 120 leaders in Rothenberg (Germany)
a significant event for this communion took place : a declaration of mutual
forgiveness between evangelicals, Catholics and the Free Churches. A new
understanding of the mutual love which the gospel asks for came about.
On 8th December 2001, in the Lutheran Church of St. Matthäus in Munich,
800 leaders of different Evangelical and Catholic movements took a step forward.
In public they made a pact of mutual love according to Jn.13,34: "I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another."
On that afternoon, in the main Cathedral, 5,000 members of more than 45
catholic, evangelical and free church groups gathered.
On 28th May 2002, in Rome, Chiara Lubich, proposed the idea of a major
conference to help develop this sense of the soul of the continent through the
communion amongst Movements.
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On 1st June, 2003 in Berlin, after the first ecumenical Kirchentag, 38 leaders
and co-workers of movements and communities came together for the project
Together for Europe desiring to be a credible witness in order to give a new spirit
to Europe.
In 2004 in Stuttgart the first Meeting of Together for Europe took place
with approximately 9,000 people from 150 movements and communities.
In 2007, again in Stuttgart, a second European Meeting took place with
9,000 participants from some 250 movements. The final message defines a
common commitment on "7 YESES” ,as priority areas for collaboration.
These two European meetings were broadcast via satellite and Internet to
all continents.
On November 15, 2008, in Stuttgart, the German association “Förderverein
und Initiatives – Unity of Christians” awarded their Ecumenical Prize 2008 to
Together for Europe. One of the reasons for the award: "The Movements and
Communities draw strength from the heart of the Gospel, and, starting from that
source, they have an influence in different cultural contexts, enabling the Christian
roots of our continent to produce new fruits."
In 2009 and 2010 eleven days were held at national level in different parts
of Europe to meet these objectives. They took place in Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria,
France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland, Hungary.
Similar initiatives for their countries were held in El Salvador, Venezuela,
Brazil, the Ivory Coast, South Africa, Hong Kong and Australia.
It is in these contexts that politicians, entrepreneurs and professionals in the
economic field have become aware of the gifts entrusted to the Movements and
communities by God for the common good.
Ten years from its beginning on November 11th , 2009, the "Foundations
for communion between movements and communities," were defined in a written
text as the result of the experiences which have been lived. This was signed during
a meeting at the Community of Sant'Egidio in Rome, by the leaders of 49
movements and communities of various churches (Orthodox, Anglican, Catholic,
Evangelical, Reformed and Free Churches).
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Together for Europe has in its Steering Committee - made up of nine
leaders of movements and communities - the instrument for communion and coordination, while a wider circle of leaders, called Friends of Together for Europe,
respond to the need for consultation, creativity and responsibility between the
different charisms or gifts.
In May 2010, within the Őkumenischer Church Assembly of Munich,
Together for Europe offered a one day programme with their own experience of
communion in diversity.
Today Together for Europe involves about 300 European Communities and
Movements of various Churches who together are determined to support and
promote Christian values throughout Europe, by being a visible witness.
On May 12th , 2012 the third Together for Europe meeting was held, with a
central event in Brussels and 152 local events taking place contemporaneously in
different European nations, as outlined here.
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Appendix 3: Message of the “Together for Europe” Event
Stuttgart 8th May2004

1.
Europe has reached a decisive moment in its existence and in the project for
its future: it cannot limit itself to being a market or a union aimed at the security of
its citizens. We are aware that the influence of the love of God is urging the
peoples of Europe to be much more than this.
A continent with variety and beauty, it has lived moments of splendour and growth,
but it has also experienced the bitter truth that, without reference to deep values,
human beings are uprooted from their humanity and show themselves capable of
the worst evils.
In the last century, two world wars, concentration camps, Gulags and, in particular,
the Holocaust (the Shoah) witnessed to the darkness which inhabited our continent
and which painfully touched the rest of the world. And now marginalisation,
injustice, exploitation and the scourge of terrorism cry out for solutions.
However, in spite of all these evils, today thankfully we can see a Europe that is
moving toward reconciliation. A free and democratic Europe.

2.
Inspired by the transforming power of the Gospel, we feel called to work
for a continent which is multifaceted and united.
We, members of more than 150 Movements and groups of different Christian
Churches and Communities gathered in Stuttgart from every corner of the
continent, want to witness to the newness of the growing fellowship and
communion among us, set forth by the Spirit.
This communion of life is another consequence of the cultural traditions which, in
the light of the Judaeo-Christian revelation, have built up our continent through the
centuries.
We offer this fellowship as a contribution to a Europe which will be able to
respond to the challenges of our time.
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3.
The charisms, gifts of God, compel us to follow the path of universal
fraternity, which we feel is the true vocation of Europe. Fraternity is nothing other
than evangelical love lived among all, always renewed, beginning here and now.
Fraternity is:
sharing goods and resources,
equality and freedom for all men and women;
deepening our common cultural patrimony;
openness to people of other cultures and religious traditions;
love and solidarity with the weak and the poor in our cities;
a deep sense of the family;
respect for human life in all its stages;
care for nature and the environment;
balanced development of the means of communication.

By living this fraternity, Europe itself becomes a message of peace; an active peace
which is built every day on the basis of forgiveness asked for and received. A peace
which would like to build bridges between peoples “globalizing” solidarity and
justice.

4.
This message is not aiming to be simply a statement of intention, but a
witness to something which, although just beginning, is already a reality among us.

We who are gathered together in Stuttgart and linked up with parallel meetings in
more than 150 cities throughout the continent, wish to work together with all men
and women of good will so that Europe may be a place of love and fraternity, that it
may be aware of its responsibilities and show itself to be open to the whole world.
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APPENDIX 4: MESSAGE OF THE TOGETHER FOR EUROPE EVENT,
STUTTGART 12TH MAY 2007
Gathered in Stuttgart from all over Europe, representing more than 240 Christian
Movements and Communities, we want to bear witness to the continual growth of a
new communion among us, a fruit that only the Spirit of God can give.

In this communion we see more clearly our responsibility in facing Europe’s
challenges today: to be a strong social cohesive force in its cultural pluralism. The
awareness that our diversities constitute a richness, and are not a reason for fear or
division, can become a sign of hope wherever human coexistence is at risk.

We want to offer the contribution of a Gospel that is always current and vital.
Today, we want to show the fruits of Europe’s Christian roots – past, present and
future in history – which stirred also in its founding Fathers. We are grateful to all
those who have worked for reconciliation and peace among the European peoples.
We hope that Europe – which wounded humanity with colonialism, the world wars,
the Shoah – can express its spirit with greater courage and so give its needed
contribution for a more fraternal world.

The charisms, free gifts of God, place us on the road to fraternity and common
living, indicating it as Europe’s deep vocation. Our fraternity is born from Gospelbased love, always renewed and communicated without excluding anyone. Because
of this very bond which unites us in God, today we have renewed the Pact of
mutual love, as Jesus has asked us to do.

United by this Pact of mutual love, let us say Yes to life and let us work to defend
its inviolable dignity at every stage, from conception to its natural end.
Let us say Yes to the family united by an indissoluble bond of love between man
and woman, the foundation for a strong society that looks to the future.
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Let us say Yes to creation, by defending nature and the environment, gifts of God
to protect with respectful commitment for future generations.
Let us say Yes to a just economy, at the service of every person and of all
humanity.
Let us say Yes to solidarity with the poor and the marginalized who are close or
far; they are our brothers and sisters. Let us ask our governments and the European
Union to decisively commit themselves to help the poor and to work for the
development of disadvantaged nations, especially Africa.
Let us say Yes to peace, and let us work so that through dialogue, understanding
and reconciliation may be found in these situations of conflict. Our world has no
future without peace.
Let us say Yes to our responsibility for all of society and let us work so that cities,
through everyone’s participation, can become places of solidarity and welcome for
people of different nationalities and cultures.
To this end, we want to commit ourselves together, every movement and
community, according to each one’s charism and potentialities.
To this end, we want to work with all men and women, with institutions and social
and political entities.
Together we want to once again place ourselves at the service of peace and unity
which are the foundation of today’s Europe.
Together we want to say to Europe and the world that our Movements and
Communities are inspired by the Gospel of life and of peace.
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Copertina retro:
Logo
Together for Europe
A project that reawakens hope
A network spread throughout the continent
Which unites people of different languages,
cultures, mindsets and Churches
Its vision is a united, reconciled and fraternal Europe
This booklet contains
The Proceedings of the event which took place on 12th May 2012 in Brussels
And a summary of the events which took place in 152 cities which were linked up
by satellite and internet
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Together for Europe

12 May 2012

A Current of Hope

TAV. II

BRUSSELES Square Meeting Centre: Press Conference

GOLD HALL

Steering Committee. Michelle Moran (Sion
Community – England – and ICCRS) presents the Manifesto

TAV. III

GOLD
HALL

Brusseles

TAV. IV

GOLD HALL Herman Van Rompuy: video message

GOLD HALL Romano Prodi

TAV. V

GOLD HALL Maria Voce – Focolare Movement

GOLD HALL Andrea Riccardi - Community of St. Egidio

TAV. VI

GOLD HALL Thomas Römer - YMCA of Munich (Germany)

GOLD HALL Gérard Testard - Fondacio (France)

and Gerhard Proß - YMCA of Esslingen (Germany)

TAV. VII

GOLD HALL Lambert Phuati

GOLD HALL Giulia Eli
Folonari and Romano
Prodi

TAV. VIII

GOLD HALL Teenagers of various Movements construct Europe

TAV. IX

GOLD HALL Judy Bailey

GOLD HALL Luigino Bruni, Lumsa University, Rome

TAV. X

ROMA Capitoline Square

ISCHIA
a human chain
embraces the Island

FIRENZE
Piazza della Signoria
and Palazzo Vecchio
host the Event

TAV. XI

Commemorative Medal of
the President of the
Italian Republic

CASERTA Palace with the flags of European countries

TAV. XII

ANAGNI (FR) compose the YES

PARMA one of the three convergent processions

TAV. XIII

LUBIANA Songs unite

BORDEAUX
going out on
the streets

WIEN
St. Stephen
Square:
participation of
the Croatian group

TAV. XIV

BUDAPEST offering of Bulgarian cakes to the Hungarians

ZURIGO contribution of the Teens for Unity

TAV. XV

LISBONA Terreiro do Paço: during a game

TIRANA
YES in respecting
the environment,
painting the bins
in the park
PARIGI
intercultural dialogue

TAV. XVI

STRASBURGO Together for Europe in the European
Council Hall

VALENCIA greeting at the conclusion of the live
transmission with Brussels

